
5 Mistakes Ankeny Homeowners Make 
When Landscaping 
To make a beautiful yard, you need to plan ahead, be patient, and 
know what you're doing. A lot of people in Ankeny, IA start 
landscaping projects with a lot of energy, but they don't realize that 
they are making mistakes that hurt the look and health of their 
plants. If you don't make these five common mistakes, your yard will 
stay healthy all year. 

1. Not caring about the health of the soil 

Every successful landscape starts with healthy soil. Ankeny's soil can 
have a lot of clay in it, which can make it hard for water to drain and 
roots to grow. Check the soil's pH and nutrient levels before you 
plant. Adding compost, sand, or topsoil can help plants grow deeper, 
stronger roots by making the soil more airy. 

2. Planting Without a Plan 

Putting trees or shrubs in random places may look good at first, but 
plants grow, and if they aren't spaced out properly, they will crowd 
each other out. Over time, roots or branches that are too long can hurt 
walkways, siding, or fences. A detailed landscape plan makes sure that 
everything is in balance, symmetrical, and has room to grow. 

3. Giving too much or too little water 

Both can be just as bad. A lot of people in Ankeny think that watering 
every day is best, but too much water can kill roots. The goal is to 
water deeply and infrequently to encourage roots to grow deeper. A 
timed irrigation system made by professionals like Lark Landscape 
makes it easy and quick to manage water. 

4. Not doing seasonal maintenance 

Landscapes change with the seasons. In the spring, you need to 
fertilize and prune; in the summer, you need to mow and get rid of 
pests; and in the fall, you need to clean up and prepare the soil. If you 
don't do these things, weeds, diseases, and pests can spread quickly. 

With regular care from Lark Landscape, your yard will get the right 
amount of attention at the right time. 

5. Picking inexpensive materials 

Cheap mulch, pavers, or edging might save you money in the short 
term, but they don't last very long in Iowa's changing weather. High-
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quality materials don't fade, crack, or erode as easily, which makes 
them a better value over time. 

Get help from local experts 

Professional landscapers know about Ankeny's weather and native 
plants. Their plans take into account how the sun will shine, what kind 
of soil there is, and how water will flow. With Lark Landscape, you 
won't have to spend a lot of money on trial and error, and the results 
will last. 

Change your outdoor space with care and precision. For professional 
landscaping services in Ankeny, IA, go to Lark Landscape today and 
make sure your yard gets stronger every season. 

  

 


